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Learning Intention

I can identify what animals need to stay healthy and safe.

Mini Lesson

Animals are living things. Most animals need food, water, air, shelter and space. A
safe habitat helps an animal meet its needs.

Vocabulary Picture Cards

food water air shelter space

A. Practise

Circle the things an animal needs:

food toy car
water shelter
pencil air
space

B. Quick Think

Draw a line to match.

Fish -> water
Bird -> air
Dog -> food
Rabbit -> shelter

Then say one full sentence about an
animal need.
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C. Sort and Think

Sort the words into the two boxes. Read each word carefully before you decide.

Need Not a Need

food, water, air, shelter, space toy, pencil, television

D. Science Detective

Choose one animal. Write two things it needs. Then explain how people can care for
it.

E. Draw and Label

Draw an animal in a safe home. Label one thing the animal needs.

I Can Checklist

I can name animal needs.

I can sort need/not need.

I can explain one idea.

Teacher Feedback

Strengths: _______________________

Next step: _______________________

Teacher: ________________________
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Answer Key

A: Circle food, water, shelter, air and space.
B: Fish-water, Bird-air, Dog-food, Rabbit-shelter. Accept other sensible matches if explained.
C: Need - food, water, air, shelter, space. Not a Need - toy, pencil, television.
D/E: Answers vary. Look for a real animal need and a simple caring action.

Parent/Teacher Tip

Talk about a familiar pet or Australian animal. Ask: What does it need? Where does it
live? How do we know?

Extension Idea

Compare two animals. Which needs are the same? Which needs are different?


