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LEARNING INTENTION

I am learning to read a decodable passage using digraphs, vowel teams and compound
words.

READING STRATEGY

Look for vowel teams (ai, ea, oa, oo) and digraphs (sh, ch, th, wh). Chunk longer words into parts
before blending.

READ THE PASSAGE — READ IT 3 TIMES!

A thirsty crow found a tall pitcher with a little water at the bottom.

The crow's beak was too short to reach it.

She thought carefully about what to do.

One by one, she dropped pebbles into the pitcher.

Slowly, the water rose to the top.

The crow drank deeply and flew away satisfied.

She had solved the problem using her clever mind.

Where there is a will, there is a way.

VOCABULARY HELPER

pitcher = a tall container used to hold liquid beak = the hard pointed part of a bird's mouth

pebbles = small smooth stones rose = moved upward

satisfied = feeling that a need has been met

WARM UP — BEFORE YOU READ

Have you ever solved a tricky problem by thinking carefully? Write one sentence:

A — FIND IT IN THE TEXT!

1. Why could the crow not drink the water
at first?

2. What did the crow drop into the pitcher?

3. What happened to the water level?

4. What is the moral at the end of this
story?

B — THINK AND INFER!

1. What does 'Where there is a will, there is
a way' mean? Circle the best answer:

If you really want something, you will
find a way to get it

Water always rises

Crows are the smartest birds

2. How does this story show that the crow
is clever?

C — WORD WORK!

Find 3 past tense verbs from the passage:

Write a word that means the same as
'satisfied':
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Warm Up: Accept any problem-solving experience.

A1. Her beak was too short to reach the water. A2. Pebbles. A3. It rose to the top. A4. Where

there is a will, there is a way.

B1. If you really want something, you will find a way to get it. B2. Accept: She used problem-

solving/critical thinking instead of giving up.

C Past tense: found, thought, dropped, rose, drank, solved, flew — any 3. Satisfied: content,

happy, pleased.

High Five! You are a Super Reader! ✓
Colour a star each time you read the passage aloud:

★     ★     ★     ★     ★

EXTENSION ACTIVITY

Retell this fable in your own words. Then write a new moral that could also fit this story. Explain
why you chose it.

PARENT TIP

Ask your child: 'Can you think of a real-life

example of this moral?' Discuss times when your

family solved a problem by not giving up.

TEACHER TIP

This is a classic Aesop fable. Discuss what a

fable is and its key features. Students write their

own fable with a moral at the end.

STUDENT REFLECTION

[ ] I can read the passage with expression

[ ] I can explain the moral of a fable

[ ] I can identify past tense verbs in the text
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