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LEARNING INTENTION

I am learning to read a decodable passage using digraphs, vowel teams and compound
words.

READING STRATEGY

Look for vowel teams (ai, ea, oa, oo) and digraphs (sh, ch, th, wh). Chunk longer words into parts
before blending.

READ THE PASSAGE — READ IT 3 TIMES!

In the corner of the yard was a hidden garden.

Tall sunflowers swayed in the breeze.

Bees buzzed between the purple lavender.

A small stream trickled over the smooth stones.

Maya knelt down and found a ladybug.

It was bright red with tiny black spots.

She counted seven spots and grinned.

"Seven spots means good luck!" her grandma had told her.

VOCABULARY HELPER

hidden = kept out of sight swayed = moved gently from side to side

trickled = flowed slowly in a thin stream knelt = went down on one knee

grinned = smiled widely

WARM UP — BEFORE YOU READ

Describe a place in nature that you think is beautiful. Write one sentence:

A — FIND IT IN THE TEXT!

1. Where was the garden hidden?

2. What was buzzing in the lavender?

3. What did Maya find when she knelt
down?

4. How many spots did the ladybug have?

B — THINK AND INFER!

1. Why do you think Maya grinned when
she counted seven spots?

2. What does 'trickled over the smooth
stones' help us imagine? Circle one:

A loud river

A quiet gentle stream

A deep ocean

C — WORD WORK!

Find 3 describing words (adjectives) in the
passage:

Find a word with the 'ea' vowel team in the
passage:
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Warm Up: Accept any nature description with a complete sentence.

A1. In the corner of the yard. A2. Bees. A3. A ladybug. A4. Seven spots.

B1. Accept: She was happy because her grandma said 7 spots means good luck. B2. A quiet

gentle stream.

C Adjectives: hidden, tall, purple, small, smooth, bright, red, tiny, black — any 3. EA vowel team:

stream, bees (ee not ea — check: stream is correct).

High Five! You are a Super Reader! ✓
Colour a star each time you read the passage aloud:

★     ★     ★     ★     ★

EXTENSION ACTIVITY

Write a poem about the magic garden. Try to include at least 4 describing words. Give your poem
a title.

PARENT TIP

Go outside together and describe what you see,

hear and smell. Write 3 describing sentences

together. Nature inspires great writing!

TEACHER TIP

Use this passage for descriptive writing. Ask:

'How does the author help us picture the

garden?' Students write their own descriptive

paragraph.

STUDENT REFLECTION

[ ] I can read the passage with expression

[ ] I can identify adjectives in the text

[ ] I can explain how describing words create a picture in my mind
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