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LEARNING INTENTION

I am learning to read a decodable passage using digraphs, vowel teams and compound
words.

READING STRATEGY

Look for vowel teams (ai, ea, oa, oo) and digraphs (sh, ch, th, wh). Chunk longer words into parts
before blending.

READ THE PASSAGE — READ IT 3 TIMES!

Lily found an old photograph in her grandma's drawer.

It showed a young woman in a striped dress.

"That is me," said Grandma, "when I was twelve."

Lily could not believe it. Grandma looked so different!

"Where was this taken?" Lily asked.

"In the market square in my home town," Grandma smiled.

Lily stared at the photo for a long time.

She thought about all the stories Grandma had to tell.

VOCABULARY HELPER

photograph = a picture taken with a camera striped = having lines of colour

twelve = the number 12 market = a place where people buy and sell things

stared = looked for a long time without looking away

WARM UP — BEFORE YOU READ

Have you ever seen an old photo of someone in your family? Write one sentence about it:

A — FIND IT IN THE TEXT!

1. Where did Lily find the photograph?

2. Who was in the photograph?

3. Where was the photograph taken?

4. What did Lily think about at the end?

B — THINK AND INFER!

1. Why could Lily not believe it was
Grandma in the photo?

2. What does 'all the stories Grandma had
to tell' suggest about Grandma? Circle one:

She is quiet

She has lived a rich life

She is forgetful

C — WORD WORK!

Find 3 past tense verbs in the passage:

Write a word that means the same as
'stared':

D — DRAW IT!

Draw what you imagine Grandma's home
town market square looked like:

Draw the market square

Website: www.aussieprimaryacademy.com.au | © 2026 Aussie Primary Academy. All Rights Reserved. | Original Content – For Educational Use Only. Redistribution Prohibited.



The Old Photograph
Year 2 English  |  Answer Guide & Extension

Aussie Primary

Academy

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _____________________

Answer Guide  (For Parent / Teacher Use)

Warm Up: Accept personal response about a family photo.

A1. In Grandma's drawer. A2. Grandma when she was twelve. A3. In the market square in

Grandma's home town. A4. All the stories Grandma had to tell.

B1. Grandma looked very different when she was young. B2. She has lived a rich life.

C Past tense: found, showed, asked, stared, smiled, thought — any 3. Synonym for stared: gazed,

looked, peered.

High Five! You are a Super Reader! ✓
Colour a star each time you read the passage aloud:

★     ★     ★     ★     ★

EXTENSION ACTIVITY

Interview an older family member about their childhood. Write 3 things you found out. What
surprised you the most?

PARENT TIP

Look through old family photos together. Ask a

grandparent or older relative to share stories.

This builds historical understanding and oral

language!

TEACHER TIP

Connect to HASS — personal history. Students

bring in an old photo and write about who is in it

and when it was taken. Create a class timeline.

STUDENT REFLECTION

[ ] I can read the passage fluently

[ ] I can describe characters using evidence from the text

[ ] I understand how photographs can tell us about the past
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