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Learning Intention

I can subtract two-digit numbers using tens, ones and helpful strategies.

Strategy Box

Break the number you subtract into tens and ones. Take
away the tens first, then take away the ones.

58 - 23
58 - 20 = 38
38 - 3 = 35

Worked Example

46 - 12 = ?
Step 1: 46 - 10 = 36
Step 2: 36 - 2 = 34

20 30 40 50

-10
-2

A. Warm Up

Start strong! Take away tens and ones.

1. 40 - 10 = ____

2. 58 - 8 = ____

3. 67 - 20 = ____

4. 75 - 3 = ____
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B. Build Your Skills

Great thinking! Now try these on your own. Leave space to show your strategy.

1. 35 - 12 = ____

2. 48 - 21 = ____

3. 62 - 30 = ____

4. 79 - 24 = ____

5. 86 - 35 = ____

C. Word Problem

Thomas had 64 stickers. He gave 18 stickers to a friend. How many stickers does
Thomas have left? Show your strategy.

D. Maths Challenge

Think like a mathematician. Make two different subtraction sums that both equal 42.
Explain how you know.

I Can Checklist

I can subtract tens and ones.

I can show a strategy.

I can solve a word problem.

Teacher Feedback

Strengths: ___________________

Next step: ___________________

Teacher: ____________________
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Answer Key

A. Warm Up: 1) 30. 2) 50. 3) 47. 4) 72.
B. Build Your Skills: 1) 23. 2) 27. 3) 32. 4) 55. 5) 51.
C. Word Problem: 64 - 18 = 46 stickers. Possible strategy: 64 - 10 = 54, then 54 - 8 = 46.
D. Maths Challenge: Answers will vary. Examples: 60 - 18 = 42 and 50 - 8 = 42.

Parent/Teacher Tip

Encourage children to explain whether they counted back, used tens and ones, or used
addition to check their subtraction.

Extension Idea

Create three subtraction questions with answers between 30 and 60. Swap with a
partner and check using addition.


