
Cause and Effect YEAR 3 · ENGLISH

Name: Date:

ACARA V9.0 — AC9E3LY05: Use comprehension strategies such as connecting and questioning to build literal and inferred meaning about relationships
between events.

Learning Intention: I am learning to identify a cause (why something happened) and its effect (what happened as a result).

Key Idea: A cause is why something happens. An effect is what happens as a result. Words like because, since, so and as a result often
signal cause and effect.

Warm-Up: In the sentence "It was cold, so I wore a jacket", what is the cause and what is the effect?

A. Read the Passage

The Class Excursion

On Tuesday morning, dark clouds rolled in and heavy rain began to fall. Because of the storm, the school had to cancel the planned excursion
to the zoo. The students were disappointed, but their teacher, Mrs Lopez, had a plan.

Since they couldn't go outside, Mrs Lopez set up a mini indoor zoo using animal masks, fact cards, and a quiz. The classroom filled with
laughter as students pretended to be their favourite animals. By the end of the day, many students said the indoor zoo turned out to be even
more fun than they expected.

B. Find the Cause and Effect

1. What was the cause of the excursion being cancelled?

2. What was the effect of the storm on the students' day?

C. Signal Words

Circle the cause and effect signal words used in the passage.

because   maybe   since   quickly   by the end of

D. Match Cause and Effect

Draw a line to match each cause to its effect.

It rained heavily    →    The plants grew well

Sam studied hard    →    The game was cancelled

The sun shone and it rained    →    He passed the test
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Answer Guide & Extension Activities

Suggested Answers – B & C

B. 1. Heavy rain/the storm.   2. The excursion was cancelled, but
Mrs Lopez created an indoor zoo instead.

C. because, since, by the end of

Suggested Answers – D

It rained heavily → The game was cancelled. Sam studied hard →
He passed the test. The sun shone and it rained → The plants
grew well (a rainbow could also be inferred).

High Five Stars – Self Assessment

★ I found causes in the text ★ I found effects in the text ★ I spotted signal words ★ I matched causes to effects

Extension Activity

Write your own cause and effect sentence about something that happened to you today, using the word 'because' or 'so'.

Parent/Teacher Tip

During everyday moments, ask 'Why did that happen?' and 'What happened next?' to build cause and effect thinking naturally.

Reflection

Can one cause have more than one effect? Give an example if you can think of one.
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