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Learning Intention: | can explain how an image adds to or extends the meaning of a text.

Success Criteria — | can:
¢ I[dentify information shown in an image but not stated in the words.
* Explain how an image and text work together to tell a story.
» Compare what | learn from words alone to what | learn from words plus a picture.

Reading Strategy

Words tell you one part of a story. Pictures can add extra details, show mood, or reveal information the words never
mention. Always look closely at an image, not just the words beside it.

Model — Words and Picture Together

"The cat waited by the door."

The sentence alone only tells us a cat is waiting by a door. But the picture reveals
@ - much more:
I * It's raining outside (shown by the window)
*» There's a leash hanging up, so someone usually takes the cat somewhere
* A clock shows a particular time, hinting at a routine
* The cat's posture and tail suggest it feels anxious or eager

Vocabulary Helper

Word Meaning

Extend To add more information or detail to something

Mood The feeling created by a text or image
lllustration A picture that accompanies and supports a text

Parent Tip
Next time you read a picture book together, cover the illustration first and ask "What do you think this page shows?"
Then reveal the picture and talk about what extra details it adds.

Try It

Look at the picture again. Name one more detail in the image that isn't mentioned in the sentence "The cat waited by the
door."
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Build Skills — Compare words and pictures.

Q1 — What Does the Text Tell Us?

Using only the sentence "The cat waited by the door"” (no picture), list everything you can know for certain.

Q2 — What Does the Picture Add?

Look at the picture on Page 1 again. Complete the table with details only shown in the image.
Detail in the image What it suggests
Rain outside the window
The leash on the hook

The clock on the wall

Q3 — Text Only vs Text + Image

Tick which version tells the reader more.
Version Tick if it tells more
Sentence only

Sentence + picture

Q4 — Match the Purpose
Match each image detail to what it mainly does. Write the letter.

Detail Purpose (letter)
Dark storm clouds
Cat’s tail and posture
Leash on the hook

A = Shows the cat's feelings B = Sets the mood/weather C = Hints at a routine or habit

Watch Out!

An image should never contradict the words — it should add to or support them. If a picture shows something completely different
from the text, something has gone wrong.

Q5 — True or False?
Statement True/False
A good illustration should always add to or support the words, never contradict them. True / False

Reading only the words gives you the exact same information as reading the words and looking at

the pictures. True / False

Aussie Primary Academy Page 2 of 3 Curriculum: ACARA v9.0 — AC9E3LA09



Aussie Primary Academy

Year 3 English — Images and Text Meaning

Name: Date:

ACARA: AC9E3LA09

Apply & Reasoning — Explain your thinking and create your own.

0 Reasoning: Why do picture book authors include
illustrations instead of just writing more sentences to
explain everything?

Q Reasoning: If the picture showed sunshine instead of
rain, how might that change what you think is
happening in the story?

9 Create: Write a simple sentence (like "The boy stood at the window"), then describe an illustration you would draw
for it that adds extra information the sentence doesn't mention.

My sentence:

Quick Check — Exit Ticket

In one sentence, explain why illustrations matter in a picture book.

Answer & Teacher Support

Answer Key — Pages 1 & 2

Try It (p1): Accept any accurate additional detail (e.g. the
door colour, the cat's ear shape, clock position).

Q1 (p2): Accept only: there is a cat, and it is waiting by a
door. (Nothing about weather, routine or feelings can be
known from the sentence alone.)

Q2 (p2): Rain — suggests bad weather, maybe why the
cat/owner hasn't gone out yet. Leash — suggests the cat
is usually walked or taken somewhere. Clock — suggests a
specific, expected time/routine.

Q3 (p2): Sentence + picture should be ticked as telling
more.

Q4 (p2): Storm clouds — B. Cat's tail/posture — A. Leash —
C.

Q5 (p2): "lllustration should add/support, never
contradict” — True. "Words only = same info as
words+pictures” — False.

Teacher Checklist

O |dentifies what a sentence alone does and doesn't
reveal.

O |dentifies extra details shown only in an image.

O Explains the purpose of specific illustrated details
(mood, routine, feeling).

O Evaluates true/false statements about image-text
relationships.

] Designs an original sentence + illustration concept
pairing.
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Answer Key — Page 3

Q1: lllustrations can show a lot of detail quickly and create
mood/feeling in a way that would take many more
sentences to describe in words.

Q2 (acceptable-answer guide): Accept any sensible
response noting that sunshine would suggest a calmer,
happier mood, possibly meaning the cat is waiting for a
fun reason rather than because of bad weather.

Q3 (acceptable-answer guide): Accept any sentence with
a plausible illustration description that adds genuinely new
information beyond the sentence itself.

Exit ticket: Accept any answer noting illustrations add
detail, mood or information that words alone might not
fully capture.

Teacher Tip

Bring in a real picture book and cover the illustrations
while reading the text aloud, then reveal each picture —
this makes the "text alone vs text+image” comparison
concrete and memorable for students.
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