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Name: ________________________________   Date: ____________________

Curriculum Focus

Learning Intention

I can use punctuation to make direct speech
and sentences clear.

Strategy

Read the example first. Say the words aloud,
notice the pattern, then try your own sentence or
word sort.

Mini Lesson

Direct speech shows the exact words someone says. Speech marks go around the spoken words.
A capital letter begins the spoken sentence, and punctuation goes inside the speech marks. Clear
punctuation helps the reader know who is speaking.

Vocabulary Helper

speech marks - punctuation around spoken
words
speaker - the person talking
comma - punctuation often used before speech
capital letter - begins the spoken sentence
full stop - ends a sentence

Model Example

Plain: Mia said I found the map.
Correct: Mia said, "I found the map."
Another example: "Look at the clouds," said
Noah.

Quick Practice

Add speech marks and punctuation: Tom said I can help carry the books

Answer: ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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Practise, write and improve

Name: ________________________________   Date: ____________________

Warm Up

Circle the correct sentence: A. Sam said, "I am ready." B. Sam said I am ready.

My answer: ________________________________________________

Build Your Skills
Rewrite each sentence with correct direct speech punctuation.

1. Lily said I need a pencil

2. Ben asked can I join the game

3. Dad said pack your hat

4. Zara said the bus is here

Strong Challenge

Write a short conversation between two friends at a school garden. Use at least two speech
sentences.

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

I Can Checklist

[ ] I read the example carefully.
[ ] I used the target skill.
[ ] I checked spelling and punctuation.

High Five

Strong effort. You slowed down, checked the
pattern and improved your writing like a
confident learner.

Teacher Feedback

What went well: ____________________________________________
Next step: ________________________________________________
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For teachers, parents and tutors

Teacher Notes

Focus on whether the student can use punctuation to make direct speech and sentences clear.
Encourage students to explain their thinking and check their work aloud.

Answer Guide / Sample Responses

Examples: Lily said, "I need a pencil." Ben asked, "Can I join the game?" Dad said, "Pack your hat."
Zara said, "The bus is here."

Parent Tip - At Home

Read a page from a story together and point to
the speech marks. Ask: Who is speaking?
What exact words did they say?

Teacher Tip - In Class

Use coloured highlighters: one colour for
speech marks, one for spoken words, and one
for the speaker tag.

Mini Rubric and Next Step

Mini rubric:
4 - Clear understanding, accurate use and careful checking.
3 - Good understanding with minor errors.
2 - Beginning skill; needs more support or examples.
1 - Needs guided practice and teacher modelling.

Next step: practise one more example, then explain the choice aloud.
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