
Reading Comprehension – Fiction YEAR 3 · ENGLISH

Name: Date:

ACARA V9.0 — AC9E3LY05: Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning when reading fiction texts.

Learning Intention: I am learning to read a story closely and answer questions about what happened and how characters felt.

Key Idea: Literal questions ask about things stated directly in the text. Inferred questions ask you to use clues in the text to work out
something the author didn't say directly.

Warm-Up: Before reading, guess: what do you think this story might be about, based on the title?

A. Read the Story

The Lost Kitten

Mia was walking home from school when she heard a soft meowing sound coming from behind a fence. She stopped and looked closely.
There, hiding under a bush, was a small grey kitten. It looked cold and scared.

"Don't worry," Mia said gently. "I'll help you." She carefully picked up the kitten and wrapped it in her jacket. The kitten stopped shaking and
began to purr softly.

Mia carried the kitten home and gave it warm milk. Her mum helped her make posters to find the kitten's owner. Two days later, a little boy
from down the street knocked on their door, smiling from ear to ear. It was his kitten, Whiskers, who had wandered off during a storm.

B. Literal Questions

1. Where did Mia hear the meowing sound?

2. What did Mia give the kitten to drink?

C. Inferred Questions

1. How do you think the kitten felt when Mia picked it up? How do
you know?

2. How do you think the little boy felt when he found his kitten?
How do you know?

D. Vocabulary

Find a word in the story that means the opposite of "warm".

Find a word that means the same as "happy" (hint: look at the
boy's smile).
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Answer Guide & Extension Activities

Suggested Answers – B & C

B. 1. Behind a fence, under a bush.   2. Warm milk.

C. Answers will vary – check students use evidence from the text,
e.g. the kitten stopped shaking and purred, showing it felt safe
and calm.

Suggested Answers – D

Opposite of warm: cold.   Same as happy: smiling (from ear to
ear).

High Five Stars – Self Assessment

★ I read the story carefully ★ I answered literal questions ★ I answered inferred questions using clues ★ I found tricky vocabulary

Extension Activity

Write one more sentence to continue the story. What might happen the next time Mia sees Whiskers?

Parent/Teacher Tip

After reading together, ask 'How do you know that?' when your child answers a question. This builds strong inference skills.

Reflection

How do you think Mia felt when she found out the kitten had an owner?
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