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Year 3 English – Writing: Why Dogs Make the Best Pets (Persuasive)

🎯 I can: write a persuasive text with strong opinions and reasons, using figurative language!

Name: ____________________ Date: ____________________
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✍ Writer's Toolkit: Similes & Metaphors
A simile compares two things using "like" or "as" (e.g. "as brave as a lion").
A metaphor says one thing IS another to create a strong picture (e.g. "the classroom was a zoo").
Example: "A dog's loyalty shines like gold" (simile)   "A dog is a furry best friend" (metaphor) 

1 Vocabulary Bank — use these in your writing

definitely because loyal important believe therefore amazing protect furthermore

convince

2 Warm-Up: Simile or Metaphor?
Read each sentence and write S (simile) or M (metaphor):
a) A loyal dog is a shadow that never leaves. ( ___ )
b) Dogs protect us like brave guards. ( ___ )
c) Their friendship is as strong as steel. ( ___ )

3 Write your own simile or metaphor
Finish this simile: A good pet is as loyal as _____________________.
Finish this metaphor: My pet is my _____________________.

4 Planning Organiser

🐶 My opinion 1️⃣ First reason

2️⃣ Second reason 🏁 My closing sentence
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5 Now write your persuasive text! Convince the reader with your opinion and reasons.

✅ My Writing Checklist
I used good vocabulary
I used correct punctuation
I included metaphors
I included similes
My writing is clear and complete

🖐️ High-Five Tips for Parents & Teachers
✋ Let your child choose a topic they genuinely feel strongly about — real conviction makes writing more persuasive.
✋ Encourage words like 'believe', 'should' and 'because' to sound convincing.
✋ Ask 'why?' after each reason to help them add more detail.
✋ Read it back and ask: 'Would this convince someone who disagrees?'
✋ A strong closing sentence repeats the opinion in a new way — practise this together.

✔ Sample Answer Guide
Warm-Up: a) M   b) S   c) S
Checklist: check for a clear opinion statement, at least two reasons, persuasive language, one simile/metaphor, and a strong
closing sentence.
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