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Australian Money Problems
Year 3 Mathematics | Aussie Primary Academy

Name: ________________________________ Date: ____________________

ACARA v9.0: AC9M3M06 - recognise the relationships between dollars and cents and
represent money values in different ways.
Supporting: AC9M3N03 - use addition and subtraction strategies to solve money
problems.

Learning Intention
I can count Australian money and solve simple shopping problems.
Strategy Box
Group coins and notes by value. Count dollars first, then cents. Use addition or
subtraction to find totals and change.
Worked Example
$2 + $1 + 50c + 20c = $3.70. If you pay $5.00, change is $1.30.

A. Warm Up
1. $1.00 + 50c + 20c = $____
2. Circle the greater amount: $3.40 or $3.04
3. How many 50c coins make $2.00? ____

B. Build Your Skills
1. A pencil costs $1.25 and an eraser costs $0.75. What is the
total cost? $____
2. Grace has $5.00. She buys a notebook for $3.65. How much
change does she get? $____
3. Show two different ways to make $4.50 using Australian coins
or notes.
_________________________________________________________________
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C. Strong Challenge

1. Design a tiny classroom shop with three items. Choose prices
under $10. Write one total-cost problem and one change
problem. ________________________________________________________
______________

I Can Checklist
□ I can count money values.
□ I can add prices.
□ I can find change.
★ High Five!
You used money maths like a smart
shopper!

Parent Tip - At Home
Play "tiny shop" with pantry items. Give
the broccoli a ridiculous sale price and
ask your child to calculate the change.
Teacher Tip - In Class
Use real or printable Australian coins.
Have students sort by value first, then
record totals using dollar notation.

Teacher Feedback
Strength: ________________________________ Next step: ________________________________
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Australian Money Problems - Answer
Key

Year 3 Mathematics | Teacher Notes

Name: ________________________________ Date: ____________________

ACARA v9.0: AC9M3M06 - recognise the relationships between dollars and cents and
represent money values in different ways.
Supporting: AC9M3N03 - use addition and subtraction strategies to solve money
problems.

Answer Key
Warm Up: 1) $1.70. 2) $3.40. 3) 4 coins.
Build: 1) $2.00. 2) $1.35 change. 3) Answers vary, e.g. $2 + $2 + 50c; $1
+ $1 + $1 + $1 + 50c.
Strong Challenge: Answers vary. Check totals and change calculations.

Parent/Teacher Extension
Ask students to make three different coin combinations for the same amount.


