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Learning Intention: I can describe the chance of everyday events using chance words.

Success Criteria — I can:
Identify everyday events that involve chance.
Use chance words — impossible, unlikely, even chance, likely, certain — to describe events.
Order events from least likely to most likely to happen.

Strategy Box
Chance describes how likely something is to happen. Picture a scale from impossible to certain:

Worked Example

Event Chance word Why

The sun will rise tomorrow. Certain This always happens — there is no other outcome.

A tossed coin lands on heads. Even chance Heads or tails — both outcomes are equally possible.

You will grow wings and fly. Impossible This can never happen.

You roll a 6 on a fair die. Unlikely Only 1 out of 6 sides shows a 6 — possible, but not probable.

Review: Chance Words
Impossible — can never happen. Unlikely — probably won't
happen. Even chance — equally likely to happen or not. 
Likely — probably will happen. Certain — will definitely
happen.

Try It
Think of one event from your day that is certain and one
that is impossible. Say them out loud to a partner.

Parent Tip
While doing everyday activities, ask your child to describe the chance of things happening — "What's the chance it
will rain today?" or "What's the chance the next car we see is red?" Encourage them to use a chance word in their
answer. 

Quick Practice — Thumbs Up Check
Say each chance word out loud. For each one, think of a different everyday example before moving to Page 2.

Impossible Unlikely Even chance Likely Certain
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Build Skills — Classify, order and reason about chance.

Q1 — Classify the Event
Write the correct chance word for each event: impossible, unlikely, even chance, likely, or certain.

Event Chance word

A dropped ball will fall to the ground.

You will meet a talking dog today.

It will be sunny somewhere in Australia tomorrow.

A spun coin lands on tails.

You roll a number less than 6 on a fair die.

Q2 — Order the Events
Write these events in order from least likely to most likely.

A: You will eat breakfast tomorrow.    B: You will win the lottery.    C: It will rain somewhere in the world today.    D: You will see a
dinosaur on the way home. 

Q3 — Spin the Spinner

a) Which colour is the spinner most likely to land on? Why? _____________________

b) Is landing on red likely or unlikely? _____________________

c) Is it possible to land on yellow? _____________________ 

Watch Out!
"Unlikely" does not mean "impossible" — an unlikely event can still happen, it just doesn't happen very often. Only use
"impossible" for something that truly can never occur.

Q4 — True or False?
Read each statement. Circle True or False, then explain your thinking.

Statement True / False

"Unlikely" and "impossible" mean the same thing. True / False

An event with an even chance is just as likely to happen as not happen. True / False
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Apply & Reasoning — Use what you know to explain your thinking.

1 Reasoning: Explain the difference between an event
that is likely and one that is certain. Give one
example of each.

2 Reasoning: A bag has 8 red counters and 2 blue
counters. Is picking a red counter likely or unlikely?
Use the numbers to explain.

3 Open-ended: Write one of your own events for each chance word: impossible, unlikely, even chance, likely,
certain.

Quick Check — Exit Ticket
Is it likely or unlikely that you will see a kangaroo on your way to school today? Explain your answer in one sentence.

Answer & Teacher Support

Answer Key — Pages 1 & 2
Q1 (p2): Dropped ball falls — Certain. Talking dog —
Impossible. Sunny somewhere in Australia — Likely/Certain
(accept either with reasoning). Coin lands tails — Even
chance. Roll less than 6 (i.e. 1–5 of 6) — Likely.

Q2 (p2): Least to most likely: B (win lottery) → D (see a
dinosaur) → C (rain somewhere today) → A (eat breakfast
tomorrow).

Q3 (p2): a) Blue — 2 of the 4 equal sections are blue, more
than any other colour. b) Unlikely — only 1 of 4 sections is
red. c) No, impossible — there is no yellow section.

Q4 (p2): "Unlikely = impossible" — False (unlikely events can
still happen). "Even chance = equally likely to happen or
not" — True.

Answer Key — Page 3
Q1: Likely means probably will happen but isn't guaranteed
(e.g. it being sunny tomorrow). Certain means it will
definitely happen (e.g. today being followed by tomorrow).

Q2: Likely — 8 out of 10 counters are red, so there are far
more ways to pick red than blue.

Q3 (acceptable-answer guide): Accept any event that
genuinely matches its chance word with a plausible real-
world example for each of the 5 categories.

Exit ticket: Unlikely — kangaroos are not commonly seen
on a suburban or city school route (accept "likely" with a
valid reason, e.g. student lives rurally).

Teacher Checklist
Classifies everyday events using chance words
accurately.

Orders events from least to most likely.

Uses proportion/numbers to justify a chance judgement.

Distinguishes "unlikely" from "impossible".

Evaluates true/false chance statements with reasoning.

Generates own valid examples for each chance word.

Teacher Tip

Watch for students confusing "unlikely" with
"impossible", and for those who judge chance by feeling
rather than by counting outcomes (e.g. counters or
spinner sections). Encourage them to point to the
numbers as evidence.
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