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Maths Word Problems
Year 3 Mathematics | Aussie Primary Academy

Name: ________________________________ Date: ____________________

ACARA v9.0: AC9M3N02 - recognise and use relationships between operations to solve
practical problems.
Supporting: AC9M3N03 - add and subtract two- and three-digit numbers using efficient
strategies.

Learning Intention
I can read a maths story, choose an operation and explain my answer.
Strategy Box
Read the story. Circle the numbers. Underline action words. Decide which operation
makes sense, then write a number sentence.
Worked Example
There are 124 red beads and 238 blue beads. Total beads means add: 124 + 238 = 362.

A. Warm Up
1. Ava has 36 cards and gets 12 more. Total: ____
2. Noah has 80 marbles and loses 25. Left: ____
3. There are 4 plates with 5 biscuits on each. Total biscuits: ____

B. Build Your Skills
1. A bus has 148 passengers in the morning. 76 more passengers
get on later. How many passengers altogether? Number
sentence: ___________________________________
2. A school has 320 seedlings. Students plant 185 of them. How
many seedlings are left?
_________________________________________________________________
3. There are 6 boxes with 4 tennis balls in each box. How many
tennis balls are there? ___________________________________
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C. Strong Challenge

1. Write a two-step word problem about a school fair. It must
include addition and subtraction. Solve it and explain each step.
_________________________________________________________________
_____

I Can Checklist
□ I can find important numbers.
□ I can choose an operation.
□ I can explain each step.
★ High Five!
You turned stories into smart
maths - High Five!

Parent Tip - At Home
Make problems from real life: "We had
12 socks. The washing machine monster
ate 3. Then we found 4. How many
now?"
Teacher Tip - In Class
Teach a three-mark routine: circle
numbers, underline the question, box
the operation clue. Then students solve.

Teacher Feedback
Strength: ________________________________ Next step: ________________________________
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Maths Word Problems - Answer Key
Year 3 Mathematics | Teacher Notes

Name: ________________________________ Date: ____________________

ACARA v9.0: AC9M3N02 - recognise and use relationships between operations to solve
practical problems.
Supporting: AC9M3N03 - add and subtract two- and three-digit numbers using efficient
strategies.

Answer Key
Warm Up: 1) 48. 2) 55. 3) 20.
Build: 1) 148 + 76 = 224 passengers. 2) 320 - 185 = 135 seedlings. 3) 6 x
4 = 24 tennis balls.
Strong Challenge: Answers vary. Check that students include two steps
and a clear explanation.

Parent/Teacher Extension
Ask students to swap problems and identify the operation before solving.


