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LEARNING INTENTION

I am learning to identify and use figurative language — simile, metaphor and
personification — to create vivid imagery in my writing.

KEY IDEA

A SIMILE compares two things using 'like' or 'as' (brave as a lion). A METAPHOR says
something IS something else (he is a lion in battle). PERSONIFICATION gives human qualities
to non-human things (the wind whispered). All three create powerful images in the reader's
mind.

WARM UP — QUICK CHECK!

Write the figurative language device used in each:

'The stars danced in the sky.' 'Her voice was like velvet.'

'Life is a rollercoaster.' 'She ran as fast as lightning.'

A — IDENTIFY THE DEVICEWrite SIMILE, METAPHOR or
PERSONIFICATION for each:

1. 'Her smile was as bright as the morning
sunshine.'

2. 'He has a heart of stone — nothing
moves him.'

3. 'The old house groaned and shuddered
in the wind.'

4. 'The city is a jungle full of hidden
dangers.'

B — CREATE YOUR OWN SIMILES

Complete each simile with your own
creative and original comparison:

1. As brave as

2. As quiet as

3. The storm arrived like

4. Her kindness was as warm as

C — WRITE ORIGINAL METAPHORS

Write 3 original metaphors — each
describing a different person's character:

Example: She is a ray of sunshine — she
brightens every room she enters.

D — PERSONIFY YOUR WORLD

Choose one object from nature (the wind,
the ocean, a thunderstorm, the moon, a
volcano). Write 3 sentences giving it
human qualities:

My chosen object:
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Answer Guide  (For Parent / Teacher Use)

Warm Up: Personification. Simile. Metaphor. Simile.

A1: Simile (uses 'as').

A2: Metaphor (says he IS stone).

A3: Personification (house cannot literally groan).

A4: Metaphor (city IS a jungle).

B: Accept any creative, original comparisons — avoid common clichés.

C: Accept any 3 original metaphors describing character using 'is a' or 'is'.

D: Accept any 3 sentences giving human qualities (emotions, actions, speech) to the chosen

natural object.

High Five! You are a Language Champion! ✓
Colour a star for each section you completed successfully:

★     ★     ★     ★     ★

EXTENSION / CHALLENGE

Find 3 examples of figurative language in a poem or story. Write each example, identify
whether it is a simile, metaphor or personification, and explain the image or feeling it creates
for the reader.

PARENT TIP

Play 'finish the simile' in the car or at dinner:

'As cold as...', 'As brave as...', 'As busy as...'.

Try to come up with original comparisons, not

common clichés. This builds creative

language!

TEACHER TIP

Use mentor texts (picture books, poems,

novels) that are rich in figurative language.

Students hunt for examples, classify them and

discuss the effect each creates on the reader.

STUDENT REFLECTION

[ ] I can identify similes, metaphors and personification in texts

[ ] I can write my own original similes and metaphors

[ ] I can use personification to bring objects and nature to life in my writing
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