
Persuasive Devices YEAR 5 · ENGLISH

Name: Date:

ACARA V9.0 — AC9E5LY06: Plan, create and edit persuasive texts using language features and devices that meet the purpose of the text.

Learning Intention: I am learning to identify and use persuasive devices such as rhetorical questions, emotive language and
repetition to strengthen my argument.

Key Idea: Persuasive devices include rhetorical questions (questions with an obvious answer), emotive language (words that create
feelings), repetition, and facts/statistics to build a convincing case.

Warm-Up: Circle the rhetorical question: Do you really want to live on a polluted planet?   What time is the bus?

A. Identify the Device

Label each sentence with the device used: rhetorical question,
emotive language, repetition, or statistic.

1. "Studies show 80% of plastic ends up in our oceans."

2. "Innocent animals suffer every single day."

3. "Never again should we ignore this crisis. Never again."

B. Write a Rhetorical Question

Write a rhetorical question to persuade someone to recycle more.

C. Emotive Word Swap

Replace each plain word with a more emotive one.

1. bad → ___________

2. sad → ___________

3. big problem → ___________

D. Persuasive Paragraph

Write a persuasive paragraph about a topic of your choice. Use at
least 2 different persuasive devices from Section A.
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Answer Guide & Extension Activities

Suggested Answers – A & C

A. 1. Statistic   2. Emotive language   3. Repetition

C. Answers will vary – e.g. bad → devastating, sad →
heartbreaking, big problem → crisis.

Suggested Answers – D

Check the paragraph clearly uses at least 2 persuasive devices
(e.g. a rhetorical question plus emotive language) to support one
clear opinion.

High Five Stars – Self Assessment

★ I identified persuasive devices ★ I wrote a rhetorical question ★ I used emotive language ★ I used 2+ devices in my paragraph

Extension Activity

Turn your persuasive paragraph into a short speech and practise reading it aloud with expression to make it even more convincing.

Parent/Teacher Tip

Watch a TV advertisement together and ask your child to spot the persuasive devices being used to sell the product.

Reflection

Which persuasive device do you think is the most powerful, and why?
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