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identify how responses to characters and events are shaped by historical, social and cultural contexts

Readers and characters bring values, knowledge and experiences to a text. Context influences what
seems fair, brave, ordinary or surprising; evidence prevents unsupported assumptions.

WORKED MODEL A character sharing scarce water may be viewed differently in a drought narrative than in a story set after
heavy rain. Context changes the significance of the same action.

[]1identify context clues [ ] compare responses [ ] use evidence respectfully [ ] avoid stereotypes

A. NOTICE AND IDENTIFY

1. Sort each clue as historical, social or cultural: ration cards; community responsibility; expectations about status.

2. Underline the context clue: In 1942, the family covered its windows before sunset.

3. Explain why modern readers might judge an event differently from a character living at the time.

4. A character refuses to enter a restricted place. Give two possible interpretations and the context evidence each would
require.

5. Replace a stereotype-based claim with a careful evidence-based interpretation.

6. Compare how two communities might value an individual decision versus a collective responsibility.

7. Write one response from a reader inside the story's context and one from a present-day reader. Cite a detail for each.

8. Check your language for generalisations. Replace 'all/always' with accurate, qualified wording where needed.
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9. Passage: During a long dry season, a child returns a found water container to the community store rather than taking it
home. Identify contextual clues.

10. Explain two possible reader responses to the choice and support each with evidence.

11. Identify one question you would research before making a stronger historical or cultural interpretation.

E. REASON, EVALUATE AND TRANSFER

12. Compare two literary texts on belonging, one historical and one contemporary. Explain how context changes conflict
and resolution.

13. Write a short author note that supplies context without speaking for an entire culture. Explain two respectful choices.

[ 11 can explain how context shapes responses to literary characters and events.
Circle one: independently | with one reminder | with support

Evidence from my work that proves | understand:

The most difficult decision was because

One correction or improvement | made:

My next practice step:
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Accept equivalent responses when the student applies the targeted skill accurately and justifies the choice.

1. historical; cultural/social depending evidence; social.

2. In 1942 and covered windows before sunset indicate wartime context.

3. Readers have different knowledge, laws, expectations and values; judgement should account for evidence from the period.
4. Fear, protest, respect or exclusion are possible only when supported by text/context.

5. Accept qualified wording grounded in a quoted or described detail.

6. Responses vary; avoid ranking cultures and explain values cautiously.

7-8. Require two distinct perspectives, evidence and removal of broad generalisations.

9. long dry season, community store and shared resource suggest scarcity and collective management.

10. Admirable responsibility or difficult sacrifice; both must use passage evidence.

11. Examples: local water rules, period, community practices or author's background/source note.

12-13. Check contextual comparison, respectful qualification and avoidance of tokenism/stereotypes.

[ 1 Identifies the target feature accurately and cites evidence.

[ 1 Applies the feature independently and explains its effect.

Next step: model one difficult item, complete one together, then repeat independently in a new context.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION / WATCH OUT

Context analysis is not guessing about a group. Require text evidence and careful qualification.

Different response does not mean one culture is better; focus on values, circumstances and author choices.

Re-teach: model one item aloud, complete one together, then ask the student to explain an independent correction.

Extension: transfer the skill to a short authentic text and justify two deliberate language choices with quoted evidence.



