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LEARNING INTENTION
I am learning to analyse complex texts by examining perspective, evaluating evidence and
constructing sustained, well-reasoned arguments.

READING STRATEGY
Identify the author's perspective and purpose. Evaluate the quality of evidence. Consider whose
voice is missing. Challenge assumptions and construct your own reasoned position.

READ THE PASSAGE — READ IT 3 TIMES!

Australia is one of the most ethnically diverse nations on Earth, with approximately 30% of its
population born overseas.

Yet the experience of migration is rarely simple: it involves negotiating multiple identities,
languages and belonging simultaneously.

Second-generation migrants — those born in Australia to overseas-born parents — often navigate
complex cultural expectations at home and at school.

Research shows these young people develop bicultural competence: the ability to move fluidly
between cultures, which is increasingly valued in a globalised world.

However, discrimination based on ethnicity, religion or appearance remains a significant
challenge for many Australian communities.

Australia's Multicultural Policy promotes respect for diverse cultures while expecting shared civic
values: the rule of law, democracy and equality.

Critics argue that assimilation pressure — the expectation to abandon one's original culture —
still exists beneath the surface of official policy.

Identity, it seems, is not fixed but fluid — shaped by history, community, language and the

stories we tell about ourselves.

VOCABULARY HELPER
ethnically diverse = having many people of different cultural and racial backgrounds
bicultural competence = the ability to function effectively in two different cultures
discrimination = unfair treatment based on race, religion, gender or other characteristics
civic values = the values and responsibilities shared by all citizens

fluid = not fixed; able to change and adapt

WARM UP — BEFORE YOU READ

How would you describe your own identity? What different cultures, languages or
communities shape who you are? Write 2 sentences:

A — COMPREHENSION

1. What percentage of Australians were born
overseas?

2. What is bicultural competence and why is it
valuable?
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Answer Guide (For Parent / Teacher Use)

Warm Up: Accept personal identity reflection.

Al. Approximately 30%. A2. The ability to move between cultures — valuable in a globalised
world. A3. Respect for diverse cultures while expecting shared civic values. A4. Identity is fluid —
shaped by history, community, language and our stories.

B1. Official policy promotes multiculturalism, but assimilation pressure still exists beneath the
surface. B2. Accept: First Nations Australians, migrants themselves (no direct quotes), or those
who experience discrimination — their voices are absent.

C: Fluid = not fixed, always changing — a powerful final word because it leaves the reader with a
sense of possibility rather than limitation. Bi- = two; bicultural = relating to two cultures.

High Five! You are a Super Reader! v
Colour a star each time you read the passage aloud:

*x Kk Xk Kk K

EXTENSION ACTIVITY

Interview a family member, neighbour or community member about their experience of migration
or cultural identity. Write a profile article that uses their direct quotes.

PARENT TIP TEACHER TIP

Share your own family's migration story. Ask: Connect to HASS and Personal and Social

'What did we bring from our culture? What did Capability. Students create an identity map and
we adopt here? How has our identity changed?’ write a personal essay: 'Who am | and what

shapes my identity?' Share with permission.

STUDENT REFLECTION

[ 11 can identify whose perspective is missing from a text

[ 11 can explain what the author means by identity being 'fluid’

[ 11 can write a sustained argument using evidence and personal knowledge
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