One Does, Many Do

A singular subject needs a singular verb (The dog
runs). A plural subject needs a plural verb (The dogs
run). Watch out for tricky collective nouns like 'team’
and 'group’.

Part A— Warm Up

Circle the correct verb: The catrun runs
fast

True or False: 'The children plays outside' is
correct subject-verb agreement.

Circle the subject: The teacher explains the
task.
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Success Criteria

e | can identify the subject and verb in a sentence.
e | can match a singular subject to a singular verb.
e | can match a plural subject to a plural verb.
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Worked Example

Incorrect: The students walks to school.
Correct: The students walk to school.
(Plural subject 'students' needs plural verb 'walk’.)
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Part B — Core Skills

Fix the agreement error: The birds sings in
the morning.

Choose the correct verb: Each of the boys
___ (has /have) a bag.

Fix the agreement error: My friends is
coming to my party.

Explain why 'The team is winning' uses a
singular verb even though 'team’ refers to
many people.
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Working Space — Write 3 Sentences with Correct Subject-Verb Agreement (Mix Singular and
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Part C — Challenge: The School Newsletter Draft
I A Year 6 student drafted a newsletter line: "The choir sing beautifully, and each of the students practice every week.”
Q8. Identify both subject-verb agreement errors in the draft sentence.

Q9. Rewrite the sentence with correct subject-verb agreement.

Q10. Explain why 'each of the students’ takes a singular verb even though 'students’ is plural.

Answer Key — Part A

Al runs

A2: False — it should be 'The children play outside’ (plural subject needs plural verb).
A3: "The teacher"” is the subject.

Answer Key — Part B
B1: The birds sing in the morning. B3: My friends are coming to my party.

B2: has ("Each” is treated as singular). B4: 'Team’ is a collective noun treated as a single unit
acting together, so it takes a singular verb even
though it is made up of many people.

Answer Key — Part C
C8: "choir sing” should be "choir sings"”; "each of the students practice” should be "each of the students practices”.

C9: The choir sings beautifully, and each of the students practices every week.

C10: 'Each’ refers to individual members one at a time, treating the group as separate single units, so it is
grammatically treated as singular even though it refers to many students overall.




